Summary

The Dutch government wants to stem the rise in car use and promote the use of public transport and bicycles. For some journeys, the combined use of bicycles as feeder transport and bus as the main transport is a good travel option. Both modes of transport have their specific advantages. With respect to the bus, it means comfortable, fast transport of groups of passengers over longer distances. Using the bicycle, individual travellers can cycle to the bus stop from their home more easily and quickly than walking, even when the bus stop is at some distance from home. The combination bicycle + bus is particularly attractive if it means that long distances can be travelled faster.

This brochure explains that the use of bicycle + bus can be promoted by providing user-friendly bicycle parking facilities near bus stops offering good protection against theft and vandalism. This primarily applies when there is already a fast, frequent and comfortable bus connection. However, the construction of good bicycle provisions can also help improve the quality of the bus connection. If more people wish to cycle to the bus stop, the feeder area of the bus stop increases. The bus line can then be extended and the number of stops reduced. For the traveller, this has the advantage that the total travelling time becomes shorter; for the public transport company, it means reduced operating costs. Fast travel times and a bus stop environment with good facilities also improve the public image of public transport.

Apart from the policy-related aspects, we also look at a number of practical issues, including the following questions. What stops will (initially) be considered for bicycle parking facilities? How will the parking capacity be determined? What types of bicycle parking facilities are suited? How will they be located in the bus stop environment? And what factors are important for the process of organisation and communication?

By bicycle to the bus – bicycle parking facilities at bus stops can be considered as a supplement to (particularly Chapter 7 of) the CROW publication 98 Making room for the bicycle – guideline for bicycle parking

